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Military Families of the
Year awarded

By AN Michelle Hartgraves
Staff writers

Tonya Sonnier presents the Curry and Pakola families
their awards for Military Family appreciation month.
The Curry family won grand prize and the title of
NASSIG Military Family of the Year. The Pakola family
were runners up.

Doesyour family havewhat it takesto be the Military Family of
the Year? That question was answered recently by a program spon-
sored by Fleet and Family Support Center.

Sailorsweregivenachancetonominatetheir family towinthetitle
of NAS Sigondla Military Family of the Year and a prize package.
Nomingtions were open to al military families and were judged on
credtivity, nomineedemonstrating exceptiona volunteer accomplish-

Military familiy, page 12

Sigonella volunteers bringing
holiday cheer

By AN Michelle Hartgraves
Staff writers

Visions of stuffed turkeys, hot crescent rolls, mashed
potatoes and gravy, pumpkin pie and hot apple cider
may be coming to adinner table near you, with the help
of fellow Sigonellans and the Chaplains Department.

Every year with the help of donations, the Chaplains
Department puts together holiday food baskets for
Thanksgiving and Christmas to help feed families who
might not otherwise be able enjoy a traditional holiday
meal.

“The chaplains noticed along with the command that
there are those Sailors who have financial difficulties and
that the holiday season isalonely time of year for many,”
said Chaplain Richard Townes. “In order to make those
who are financially disadvantaged feel as though they
were going to have adecent Thanksgiving and Christmas
away from home, we decided that this would be a good
way to help them out a little bit.”

“Thisisagood program. It makes me happy to know
that the baskets are going to families that need them,”
said RP2 Lucy King, who has been active in the program
in past years at previous commands.

“Big feasts can be expensive, especially when you
throw in all the turkey or ham and all the fixings. It can
really add up,” said Townes. With the food donated and
the money that the First Class and Chief Association
contributed, they were able to make the food baskets a
reality. According to Townes, some commands even have
their own collection points.

Food baskets, page 8

Today's Hometown Weather

Pensacola, FL

High 66° F - Low 45° F
Sunny

Story and photos by
JO3 Steve Weaver
Staff writers

Sigonella’s Operations Department is the point
on which the “Hub of the Med” revolves. In
part two of the series The Signature looks at
the work of the men and women who make
ground electronics and the command post run.

Protection System (FPS) on one of NAS Sigonella's fences. GEMD ensures all U.S. owned air traffic control facilities, communications
and navigation systems, Electronic Security Systems (ESS) and weather detection and prediction systems onboard NAS Sigonella
and its outlying remote sites are continuously maintained and operationally sound.

Naval Air Station Sigonella's Operations De-
partment is responsible for much of the daily
workings of the “Hub of the Med.”

The dedicated professionals perform tasks
such as maintaining security systems, ensuring
safelanding of aircraft, moving people and cargo
throughout the Mediterranean, and maintaining
smooth operation of the airfield.

One division considered a major part of op-
erations on the base is the Command Post. They
provide around-the-clock services such ason-base
transportation for pilots and aircrews, ground
support equipment for aircrews as well as main-
taining emergency arresting gear.

“We schedule and park all aircraft throughout
the base with the exception of the patrol squad-
ron (VP) guys and the Helicopter Combat Sup-
port Squadron Four (HC-4) guys,” said AS1 Bra-
dley White, Command Post leading petty officer.
“We also provide all the ground servicing for all

those aircraft. The way we do thisiswe utilize a
local contractor, Algese. They basically provide
all the ground services. We dispatch them to the
appropriate aircraft on time.”

The Command Post assists and maintainsthe
Air Mobility Command (AMC) flights coming
through. “We provide the air terminal a lot of
servicesand information on flights coming through
thebase,” said White. These include information
on SpaceA flights.

The Transient Line, part of the Command
Post, servicesaircraft that aren’t based in Sigonella
They provide plane directing, fuel, personnel as-
sistanceand more. According toABE3 Eric Vargas,
arresting gear operator for E-28 aircraft, Tran-
sient Line workers also rig arresting gear, which
canhelpanaircraft introubleland safely. “Wecan
limit the amount of damage in acase where there
issomething that can disablethe aircraft.” The E-
28 Emergency Runway Arresting Gear isdesigned

to safely arrest tail-hook equipped aircraft in the
event of an aborted takeoff or an emergency land-
ing at an ashoreairfield.

The Command Post makes sure the aircraft
out on the airfield get what they need most. “We
schedule and prioritize all fueling for all aircraft
throughout the base,” said White.

White said the 22 Sailors in the division are
very good at what they do. “It's something that's
important,” hesaid. “ It'sdefinitely needed through-
out the base. We're the brain center for the whole
ramp...that's an important job.”

The division is aso contributing to the war
effort. “On a daily basis, we see aircraft that are
heading downrange,” said White. “[They] come
through us, get services and rest up for their con-
tinue-on flight. We directly reflect the war efforts
that are going on. All the cargo that's going down-

Ops, page 10

Swimming to victory in Sicily

By JO3 Steve Weaver [ A member of NAS

Staff writers Sigonella's Tactical

. . - Support Center

The third edition of the World Military Games are scheduled to practices the

take place a few miles away from Naval Air Station Sigonella in

Catania, Sicily, from Dec. 4 - 12.

Military athletes from all over the world will descend upon
Catania to battle for the top spot in events such as basketball, judo,
cycling, and fencing. These athletes train long and hard, expecting

high-caliber competition.

Sigonellalays claim to one such athlete. Lt. lan Johnston, a Char-
lotte, N.C., native who worksin Sigonella’s Tactical Support Center
(TSC), will compete in multiple swimming events in the upcoming

games.

Johnston will swim the 1,500 meter breaststroke, the 200 meter

breast stroke in
NAS Sigonella's
NAS 1 pool.
Johnston will
compete in multiple
swimming events in
the World Military
Games, which will
be held in Catania,
Sicily, from Dec. 4

breaststroke, the 200 meter individual medley, and then go on to
compete in three relay events with his teammates. “We only have
four guys coming so we're going to be on all therelays,” said Johnston.
“Those are the best events. All the individual events |’ ve done don't
add up to some of the relays that I've been on.”

Johnston, who has been swimming for about 25 years, has prior
experience on this level of competition. He swam in the last World

Swimmer, page 9
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United States Marine Corps.

around the clock.

system. Stand out and be aleader!

Direct Line

Capt. T.L. Davison

Commanding Officer

The 72nd Secretary of the Navy, the honorable Gordon England,
made animpromptu refueling stopin asleek, white Gulfstream business
jet hereat NASII last Sunday morning. Secretary England became the
second person in history to serve twice as the leader of the Navy-Marine Corps Team and the first
to servein back-to-back terms. Thisis his second term serving asthe SECNAV &fter returning from
abrief appointment as the Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security.

The Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) isresponsiblefor, and hasthe authority under Title 10 of
the United States Code, to conduct &l the affairs of the Department of the Navy, including: recruit-
ing, organizing, supplying, equipping, training, mobilizing, and demobilizing. The Secretary also
overseesthe construction, outfitting, and repair of naval ships, equipment and facilities. SECNAV is
responsible for the formulation and implementation of policies and programs that are consistent
with the national security policies and objectives established by the President and the Secretary of
Defense. In case you didn’t know, the Department of Navy consists of both the Navy and the

At his confirmation hearing, he committed to strengthening our combat capability, improving
your quality of service, recapitalizing our forcesand improving business practices. Naval Power 21
will continue to guide our transformation as we project persistent power, around the world and

Recently, he outlined hisfifteen Principles of Leadership:

Treet every person with dignity and respect — nobody is more important than anyone else

Surround yourself with great people and delegate to them full authority and responsibility

1. Providean environment for every person to excel

2.

3. Beforthright, honest and direct with every person and in every circumstance
4. Improveeffectivenessto gain efficiency

5. Cherish your time and the time of others— it is not renewable

6.  Identify thecritical problems that need solution for the organization to succeed
7.  Describe complex issues and problems simply so every person can understand
8. Never stop learning — depth and breadth of knowledge are equally important
9. Encourageconstructivecriticism

10.

11.  Makeethical standards moreimportant than legal requirements

12. Strivefor team-based wins, not individual ones

13.  Emphasize capability — not organization

14.  Incorporate measures and metrics everywhere

15.  Concentrate on core functions and outsource al others

L eadership developsover time. Youjust don't snap your fingersand becomealeader. Wedl have
the opportunity to attend classes that teach us how to be effective leaders. Some are better than
others but for the most part, we have al the basic toolsin usto become aleader.

When our Sailors, peersand seniors see usin aleadership position, we must show them the best
attitude, best character and the best resourcefulness we can muster. Leadership comes from the
top...and sometimes brings out the best in al of us.

Stephen Covey wrote that management works in the system and that |eadership works on the

NASSIG
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Courtesy USNH Sigonella

Lt. Andrew Archila, O.D., FA.A.O., has been
selected by the U.S. Navy as the “Junior Optom-
erigt of the Year”. The Armed Forces Optometric
Society will present this prestigious award to Dr.
Archiladuring February’smestinginAtlanta. Naval
Hospital Sigonellais proud of his achievement. We
arelooking forward to hearing even better news, asa
Tri-Servicepane isalso consideringhimfor “Junior
Optometrist of theYear” for theentireArmed Forces.

After receiving his Bachelor of Science a the
University of Houston, he continued his studiesto
earnaDoctor of Optometry degreeat thesameschool
inMay of 1999. HebecameaFellow of theAmeri-
can Academy of Optometry only two years after
graduation. He has been adjunct faculty for three
optometry schools and has worked with severd in-
terns.

Nava Metdiica Center SnDiegowasDr. Archilds
last duty stetion.  As the Division Officer of the
Navy's second largest optical fabrication center, he

SECURITY BLOTTER

CRIME STOPPER'SHOTLINE

624-6339
Nov. 17 - Nov. 23
Thefollowing incidentswerereported and
categorized asfollows:
Traffic accidentswithout injuries- 9
Traffic accident withinjuries- 3
Car bregk-ins-3
DUI-0
DUI's2003 - 51
DUI's2002 - 35

received the
Navy Com-
mendation
Medd in part
by assistingin
making San
Diego's opti-
cal laboratory
an efficient
production
unit. Dr. Archila served as San Diego's low vision
specidist, contact lens director, and assistant depart-
ment head beforedeparting.

Thelast year and ahalf, Dr. Archila has been
stationed in Sigonella. Indirect support of thewar
effort, heflew to USSHarry Trumanwhileunder-
way in the Mediterranean Sea. During his three-
day visit, which occurred immediately before Op-
eration Iragi Freedom, he completed 65 full exams
including 30 refractive surgery consults for avia-
torsand personnel assigned to the carrier. Shortly
after hisarrival in Sigonella, he conducted ananaly-
sisof the eye care needs locally and in the Medi-
terranean region and hasidentified the need for an
additional military optometrist, which is under
consideration. Asthe only military eye care pro-
vider at Sigonella, heisthe“go-to” for eye emer-
gencies. During Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iragi Freedom, he received several eye
emergent patients from ships in the Mediterra-
nean Sea. His clinical expertise permitted treat-
ment and management of ocular diseaseat Sigonella,
the medical facility closest to the ships. This
helped save money and man-hours during trans-
port of personnel for thenext level of care. Archila
has established an excellent relationship with the
Italian ophthalmologists, and he helps to ensure
quality care for area beneficiaries by conducting
sitevisitsinthose practices, tailoring each referral
to the talents and capabilities of each provider.

To make an appointment with Dr. Archilain
Optometry, please call 624-4843 or if off base
095-56-4843.

Tax aspects of divorce

CDR David R. Daniels, JAGC,USN

Divorcing taxpayers should un-
derstand the tax consequences of a
divorce settlement. There are three
major areas of concern: aimony,
child support and property division.

Alimony - Alimony is apayment
to or for a spouse or former spouse
ordered by adivorce decree or sepa-
ration order. It does not include vol-
untary payments that are not made
by court order. Alimony is tax de-
ductible for the one paying it and
must be reported as by the one being
paid. To qualify as alimony under
the tax laws, certain requirements
must be met:

1. The payer and the recipient
do not file ajoint tax return;

2. The payments are made ac-
cording to an existing divorce or sepa-
ration agreement that is part of a
court order requiing the payments
as alimony or spousal support and
not as child support;

3. The payments are made in
cash, check or money order, as op-
posed to “in kind” services;

4. The payments will terminate
on the death of the recipient;

5. If the parties are divorced or
legally separated, they must live in

separate households when the pay-
ments are made; and

6. The separation or divorce de-
cree may not classify the payments
as non-alimony.

Child Support - Payments made
to a former spouse for child sup-
port are not alimony. Thus, they
are not deductible by the payor and
are not income to the recipient
spouse. This is also true for pay-
ments that are not necessarily re-
ferred to as child support in the
court order but which operate as
child support in fact. Typically
these are payments tied to some
event in the child's life, such as a
birthday, graduation, marriage, etc.
In other words, the divorce papers
do not call the payments child sup-
port but indicate that the payments
will be made, for example, “until the
child graduates from high school.”
This payment will be deemed to by
child support for tax purposes.

Property Division - Generally,
if a taxpayer transfers property to
his or her spouse incident to a di-
vorce, the taxpayer does not recog-
nize gain or loss on that transfer
(“nonrecognitionrule”). Thisistrue
whether or not the taxpayer receives

property in exchange for the trans-
fer. It does not matter whether the
transfer happens before or after the
divorce, aslong as any post-divorce
transfers are “incident to the di-
vorce.” A transfer isincident to di-
vorce under the following circum-
stances:

1. The transfer is made within
one year after the marriage ends; or

2. Thetransfer isrelated to the
ending of the marriage. Thismeans
that the transfer is made pursuant
to adivorce or separation agreement
and occurswithin six years after the
marriage has ended.

Any transfer of property to a
spouse or former spouse on which
gainor lossisnot recognized istreated
by the recipient as a gift and is not
considered a sale or exchange. This
means that the recipient’stax basisin
the property will be the same as the
adjusted basis of the giver immediately
beforethe transfer. |t should be noted
that the nonrecognition rule does not
apply if the recipient spouse or former
spouse is a nonresident alien.

If you need further information
regarding the tax consequences of a
divorce, see IRS Publication 504 or
call the NLSO at 624-5258.

Seabees earn Presidential Unit Citation

From First Naval Construction Division

Public Affairs

NORFOLK, Va. (NNS) — Seabees that deployed in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom under the First Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force (I MEF) Engineer Group (I
MEG) were awarded the Presidential Unit Citation Nov.
14. The medal is the highest Navy unit award.

“During the 33 days of combat, to the transition to
civil-military operations, | MEF sustained a tempo of
operations never before seen on the modern battlefield,
conducting four major river crossings, maintaining the
initiative and sustaining forces. The ferocity and dura-
tion of the campaign was made possible through the
skills and determination of the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines and coalition partners comprising | MEF at all
levels, all echelons, and in all occupational fields,” the

citation read.

Seabee units that served under | MEG from March

ture updates.

| Can’t Believe | Ate
the Whole Thing

By Chaplain
Timothy
Moore
Command
Chaplain

he day after
Thanksgiving, and
you may be feel
ing like the old
commercial for

Al r that has different
pe state of stomach dis-
co ing, “I can't believe |

e thing.” | hope that
your Thanksgiving
that you didn’t eat so
u got sick. But more
t, that is exactly what
ng Thanksgiving. The
g tradition has become
“eat fest and football
time of giving thanks

ly, many of our na-
ys and traditions have
harp turn away from
recognition of the day
less than the intended
d purpose. For ex-
r has become more of
; Memorial Day and
are seen more as the
d of pool season; and
en as the day of fire-

works and picnics.

Let's take some time today —
at the close of the Thanksgiving
holiday to remember those many
things that we can and should be

thankful. Let’'sacknowledge God
in i s be thankful for
iends, job secu-

er things we of -

e of Thanksgiv-
of remembering
g recipe. It was

missing in their
, I’'m sure there
lamenting. But
knew that the

21 to April 24 are authorized to wear the ribbon. For
the listing of approved units, see CMC MARADMIN
507/03. Thislisting is currently under administrative
review, and additional units may become eligiblein fu-

U.S. Navy Seabees played amajor rolein Operation
Iragi Freedom, constructing ammunition storage areas,
aircraft parking areas, a prisoner of war camp, bridges
and roads. After major hostilities ended, they repaired
schools, police stations, fire stations and other govern-
ment buildings, and repaired utility systemsto help the
Iraqi people. They also performed quality of life im-
provements for | MEF troops, including bed-down,
showers and utility improvements.

NAS Sigonella
Worship
Opportunities

Catholic Mass
Saturday 5 p.m. Chapel (NASII)
Sunday 9 am. Chapel (NASI)
Sunday 9 am. in Italian 41%
Stormo Chapel (NAS 1)
Sunday 11 am. Community
Center (Mineo)

Protestant Traditional Worship
Sunday 9 am. Chapel (NASI1)

United Pentecostal Church,
International
Sunday 12 p.m. Chapel (NAS 1)

Protestant Wor ship
Sunday 9 am. Community
Center
(Mineo)

Sunday 11 am. Chapel (NASI)

Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints
Sunday 1 p.m. Chapel (NASI)

Church of Christ
Sunday 3:30 p.m. Chapel (NASI)

Jewish Shabbat Service
Last Friday of the month 5 p.m.
Chapel (NAS 1)

Weekdays

Daily Catholic Mass 11:30 am.

(NAS| & 11 Chapels)
Wednesday Protestant Bible
Study
4:45 p.m. (NAS I Chapel)
For more detalls, call 624-4295 or

624-2947.
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NAVY NEWS

Secretary of the Navy stops by Sigonella

Commanding Officer Capt. T.L. Davison greets Secretay of the Navy Gordon R. England Nov. 23. England’s
aircraft stopped by Naval Air Station Sigonellato refuel on his way to the Arabian Gulf region.
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Navy Chaplain Corps Celebrates 228th Anniversary

By OS2 Class Wendy Kahn, National Naval Medical
Center Public Affairs

BETHESDA, Md. (NNS) — The Navy Chaplain Corps
celebrated its 228th anniversary Nov. 13, commemorating a
history that traces back to 1775.

Today's Navy chaplains represent more than 100 faith
groups. They provide religious support and counseling ser-
vices to Sailors and Marines, Coast Guardsmen and Mer-
chant Mariners during war and peacetime operations.

The term “chaplain” is derived from a French legend.
According to the legend, Saint Martin of Tours split his
cloak inhalf and shared it with abeggar at the gates of Amiens,
France. The officer tasked with the care of the cloak and
carryingitinto battlewascalled the chaplain or “ cloak bearer.”

A Navy chaplain'sroleon activeduty isvery rewarding,
yet hard at times, according to Lt. Cmdr. Mark Koczak, a
Russian Orthodox priest and one of National Naval Medical
Center's (NNMC) staff chaplains. Unlike a civilian pastor,
who is limited to one faith group, military chaplains work
with people from different faith groups.

“It'sadifferent kind of ministry than being apriestina
civilian church,” he says. “I work at NNMC to serve our
Sailors, Marines and patients. | also served in four Armed
Forces, and advising people from various religious denomi-
nations is a neat experience, but it's not an easy life. We're
different people, because we' re sometimesisolated from the

rest of the people in our faith group.”

Being a Navy chaplain requires the clergy person to
take care of peoplein aspecific faith group by performing
services. Chaplains can be ministers, pastors, priests, rab-
bis or imams, but must be ordained and endorsed by their
churches to serve in the military’s Chaplain Corps.

Once aclergy person is approved by his or her church,
he or she would then attend chaplain school and report to a
duty station. The Chaplain Corps also has a Chaplain Can-
didate Training Program for men and women who become
Reserve officersbut are not ordained. They are called chap-
lain candidates and are similar to interns until they’re or-
dained.

Like staff corps officers (attorneys, nurses and physi-
cians), chaplains compete against each other for rank pro-
motion.

They are assigned to hospitals, ships, the Marine Corps
and the Coast Guard. Currently, there are about 860 Navy
chaplains on active duty; about 200 of them are serving with
Marines and 40 are in the Coast Guard.

Besides performing divine services, chaplainsaretheethi-
cal, moral and religious advisorsfor the commanding officer of
aparticular unit. Chaplainscan request religious materials, con-
tact amember’s minister on behalf of that Sailor or advise the
command of a member’s religious dietary needs. The bottom
lineisthat they are chaplains for everyone.

Devil Docs Compete For Honors

By Cpl. Ryan D. Libbert, Consolidated Public Affairs

OKINAWA, Japan (NNS) — More than 60 Navy corps-
men participated in the 11l Marine Expeditionary Force
(MEF) Commanding General’s Navy Battle Skills Training
Competition.

The competition, held the last week in October, was
designed to test the knowledge, medical and general military
field skills, physical fitness, teamwork, and decision-making
abilities of corpsmen stationed on Okinawa.

“TheMarine Corpsrelieson these Sailorsfor their medical
needs,” CMDCM Julian S. Talosig, command master chief
for 11l MEF, said. “This competition isaway of getting back
to our rootsas Devil Docs. Thisisexcellent training for them
with some added competitive spirit.”

Eight teams competed, each with six members. Two teams
came from Marine Corps Base Butler, two from 3rd Marine
Division, two from |1l MEF Headquarters Group, one from
1st Marine Air Wing, and one from 3rd Force Service Sup-

port Group.

The teams competed in seven events over five days.
Theeventsincluded awritten examination, land navigation,
a3.4-mileendurance course, an obstacle course, pistol quali-
fication, aboat race and a 10-mile conditioning march.

“It'savery noble thing to see these young Sailors vol-
unteer for this,” Talosig said. “Thisisthefirst time alot of
these corpsmen have received training like this. Some of
them haven't received their Fleet Marine Forcewarfare badge
yet. Just seeing them work together asateam is motivating,
because that's what this competition is all about.”

The competition is very strenuous, according to Sea-
man OrlandoA. Soriano, acorpsman from U.S. Naval Hos-
pital, Okinawa.

“Thecompetitionwasreally challenging,” theMartinez,
Calif., native said. “1t took alot of heart and determination
to push through the endurance course alone. Knowing that
there were seven other teams vying for the same glory gave
us the will to put more than our best effort into it.”

Price Is Right Hosts Special Show for Active Duty

exactly why the specid taping was called
“The Price Is Right Million Dollar Spec-

By JO3 Cheryl Wilson, Naval

Media Center, Fleet Support

Detachment San Diego Public
Affairs

HOLLYWOOD, Cdif. (NNS)—CBS
hosted aspecia taping of ThePricelsRight
game show Nov. 7 honoring the Armed
ForcesandVeteransat CBSTdevisonCity's
BobBarker Studio.

More than 300 service members and
veterans atended the taping with hopes of
becoming acontestant on the popular day-
time game show. Soon &fter the show be-
gan, the prospective contestants found out

tacular”

towin aprize.

The show presented one contestant
with the most expensive prize ever to
have been offered on the show. Worth
more than $100,000, that lucky contes-
tant had the opportunity to win an RV.
After that, everyone wanted the chance

“Everyone was waiting to get the
last spot. | had my fingers crossed and
was ready to go in there” claimed Lt.
Cmdr. Thadeous Smith, combat systems

officer aboard USSAntietam (CG 54).

This was not the first show honoring|
military personnel. The PricelsRight hosted
five shows dedicated to the Armed Forces|
last year. Each show consisted of an audi-
ence of one branch of the military - Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force, Army and Coast
Guard. This year, Bob Barker hosted one|
show dedicated not only to the active duty,
but also to the veterans of the armed forces.

“Itis nice to know that people support]
us. It feels good to have support from the
community,” said Cpl. Syhil Chadorchi, &
LosAngelesnative.

Sexual Assault
Victim Intervention

SAVI offers a Sexual Assault Hotline
staffed with trained Advocates who man
the SAVI Hotlines 24/7. The number is
335-642-8312 or 335-606-6146.

NAS Il pass and ID service

NAS Il Pass and ID will have limited ser-
vices for approx 45 while the office goes
through renovations. NAS | Pass and ID will
be doing all Ramp Badges, guest passes,
employee/contractor base passes, and ra-
tion cards. NAS Il Pass and ID will only do
rental passes, encoding of Ramp Badges,
and NASI/NAS Il memos. The hours of op-
erations for both offices are 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday. We apolo-
gize for the inconvenience.

Holiday safety tips
from Security

Holiday Season Is Here......... and so are the thieves.
During these holiday days we enjoy and celebrate our time
with our family and friends. Yet, there are those that take
advantage of thesetimes, and manageto hurt usduring what is
supposed to be the most joyfulness time of the year.

During the Holiday season Housebreaking and Motor ve-
hicle break-ins increase up to 50% the normal rate. Lower
your possibilities of becoming avictim.

* Make sure you lock all your windows and doors, when
leaving your home.

« Lock your vehicle; make sure you roll up the windows.
Do not leave any valuablesin your vehicle, evenif they are not
visible.

« Beaware of your surroundings, criminalsare just looking
to seeyou leavefor aminute, becauseaminuteisall they need.

« If you valueit, lock it up and keep it out of plain view.

Remember: It is better to prevent, than to regret. Do not
let yourself and your families become victims.

From the Training Dept...

Base Education and Training is now open from5to 9 p.m.
from Monday to Thursday in order to allow our base popula-
tion to study and prepare for numerous computer/IT related
certificationsin support of Task Force Excel. The courseware
that we have on-hand is as follows: Microsoft Systems Engi-
neering, Microsoft Systems Administration, Cisco Network,
Network, Security and A+. This materia will enable our per-
sonnel to familiarize themselves with the material that will be
on the certification test.

We have also purchased software licensing for the
“Transcender” practice tests. In essence, these tests will en-
able the test takers to familiarize themselves with the material
that is covered on the test as well as the actual test layout and
procedures. The Transcender tests closely correlate to the ac-
tual certification tests and will help ensure success on the ac-
tual test. Certification test success is very high once the
Transcender tests are successfully completed.

In addition to this, we have recently been designated asa
certified PEARSON VUE testing center. Interested personnel
can now prepare, study, take practice tests and obtain actual
certifications here at Base Education and Training. We have
partnered with Amy Parke, the TAP coordinator and Mike
Sloane, the Regional Training Authority in order to obtain fund-
ing for the certification tests. The cost for the test is $150.00
and will be covered through the above mentioned sources.

All of thisis free to active duty, dependants and GS em-
ployees. The only thing needed isthe will and perseveranceto
complete thetests. Please encourage our Sigonellacommunity
to take advantage of these opportunities.

Task Force Uniform
Completes Survey, Makes
Recommendations to CNO

From Chief of Naval Personnel Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (NNS) — Members of Task Force
Uniform (TFU) made their first report to Chief of Naval
Operations (CNO) Adm. Vern Clark last week, after hav-
ing completed a comprehensive Internet survey and doz-
ens of focus groupsin fleet concentration areas.

“In the past, we have made minor quality improve-
ments to Navy uniforms with limited scope,” said Mas-
ter Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SS/AW) Terry Scott.
“The formation of Task Force Uniform was about more
than just making additional minor modifications. It was
about ensuring we have the right uniforms for Sailors of
the 21st century. We listened to Sailors and their con-
cerns, and made recommendations based on their desires
and the mission requirements of the Navy.”

Several uniform and policy recommendations were
approved by the CNO as aresult of this report, and new
uniform concepts were approved for pilot testing
throughout the Navy.

News
Briefs

Central Texas
College Term
Three

Central TexasCollegeis
now offering an Associates
Degreein Applied Science.
For term threg, CTC will be
providingdassesforanAAS
in Criminal Justice and an
AAS in Early Childhood
Professions (term three reg-
istration will begin Jan. 5to
16). Cdl Caly Gutierrez at
624-6407 or stop by the of-
fice next door to Navy Col-
lege

Instructors

Needed

Central TexasCollegeis
lookingfor instructorsexpe-
rienced inthe areas of Early
Childhood Professions,
Crimind Justice and Emer-
gency Medica Technology.
Call Carly ax6407 or e-mail
ctc_sg@hotmail.com.

Early
Registration
for University

of Phoenix

Applications for early
registration arecurrently be-
ing accepted for Masters of
Business Administration,
Masters of Education in El-
ementary and Secondary -
leadingto Certification, Mas-
ters of Education in Adult
Education, Distance Learn-
ing and Masters of Educa-
tion in Administration and
Supervision. Managerial
Communicationsand Ethics
is scheduled to start at the
endof January. By enralling
early theapplication feewill
bewaived. Deedlinefor early
registrationisDec 31

Gym Holiday
Hours

The holiday hours for
both fitness centers are as
follows Nov. 28 from 10
am.to6 p.m,; Dec. 24 from
5:30am. to 6 pm., Dec. 25
from noon to 6 p.m., Dec.
26 from 10 am. to 6 p.m.,,
Dec. 31 from5:30am. to 6
p.m., Jen. 1 from noon to 6
p.m. and Jenuary 2 from 10
am. to 6 p.m.

Exams

Coming Soon
CLEPDANTESExcd-
sor exam dates are Dec. 9
and 16. TheACT examwill
take place Dec. 18 and the
SAT exam will be on Dec.
19. Spaceislimited so sign
up today a the Navy Col-
lege Office. Check out this
websites for other distance
educations degree options.
www.navycollege navy.mil,
www.petersons.com,
www.collegeboard.org.

VP-45

Milestones

Congratulations to Lt.
ChrisRoesgenfor achieving
another milestoneiin his ca-
reer. Roesgen successfully
completed the VP-45
TACCO syllabus on Nov.
13. Congratulations to Lt.
Jeson Hildreth for achieving
another milestoneiin his ca-
reer. Hildreth successfully
completed the V/P-45 Petrol
PlaneCommander syllabus.
having completed these
qualifications they now as-
sumes a more critical role
withinthe VP-45 war-fight-
ingteam.
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By Alberto Lunetta
Signature Staff

Paternd celebrates Saint

Barbara

From Dec. 3 through 5, the community of Paternd
will hold areligiousfestival in honor of Saint Barbara,
the city's patron saint. The devotion shown by the
Paternd community to Saint Barbaradatesback to 1576
when a deadly plague epidemic was averted after she
was invoked for help.

Yet, according to another legend, in 1780, aviolent
Etna eruption was only halted after Paternd towns-
people carried in procession the Saint Barbara relics
near the town of Ragalna on the slopes of the volcano.

Saint Barbaraisinvoked to grant safety from light-
ning, thunderstorms, and fires. Since the Middle Age,
she has been regarded as the patron saint of those who
arein danger of fire or explosions. Thus, she has been
associated with artillerymen, firefightersand ordnance
disposal people. Her image used to be placed on arse-
nalsand powder magazines. In Italian, the anmunition
magazine on awar ship isstill called Santabarbara.

Lifeof Saint Barbara

According to one legend, Saint Barbara lived in
HeliopolisinAnatolia(theAsian part of Turkey) around
286 AD during the rule of Maximius, an anti-Christian
emperor. Shewasthe beauttiful and intelligent daughter
of Dioscuros, awealthy pagan nobleman and ajealous
father. An ambitious man, he thought his power would
increase by marrying off Barbara to a mighty prince.
But sherefused saying shewasalready devoted to Christ.
Because of her stubborn refusal, Dioscorous had her
locked in atower (that iswhy Saint Barbarais usually
represented standing by a tower with three windows,
carrying the palm of amartyr or the chalice of happy
death in her hands) to punish her and to keep her away
from the teachings of Jesus. But Barbarawas not upset
with her father's decision and enjoyed her imprison-
ment spending her timepraying with her friend Giuliana
One day, upon his return from along trip, Dioscourus

ItalinriNews
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discovered that
Barbaracarveda
crosson her bath-
tub and that an-
other window
was added to the
tower so that the
three windows
might symbolize |
the Holy Trin-
ity. Furious at
discovering her
perseverance in
the Christian
faith, Dioscorous
threw himself in
a blind rage at
Barbara who
managed to es-
cape toward a
mountainand hid

behindarock that
miraculously
opened  and
closedbehind her.
However, theevil father eventualy caught her and dragged
her before Marcian, a Roman judge who tried to con-
vince her to give up her faith. As she kept refusing to
abjureher Christian faith, Marcian decreed that shewould
be tortured and put to death by beheading. Thus,
Dioscorushimself carried out the execution by grabbing
her beautiful long hair and beheading her. Right after,
God punished thiscruel father, as Dioscoruswasstruck
by lightening and his body reduced to ashes.

Festival Schedule

OnDec. 3, achildren’schoir will singreligiouschants
in piazza Indipendenza at 9 p.m.

Thehighlight of thefestival isDec. 4. At8am., the
statue depicting the saint and the holy relics are

Santa Barbara's feast is held from Dec. 3 through 5 in Paterno and is
celebrated with religious parades, Holy Masses, spectacular fireworks, City
band performances and processions of the saint’s relics throughout the city.

unveiled. Later, at 10 am. and at 5 p.m., the holy
relicsare brought in procession throughout the his-
toric center of the town. A group of about ten
varette (baroque styled carts containing atall wax
candle decorated with lights, small flags and stat-
ues depicting angels, saints and flowers) will lead
the procession.

At noon, afirework show will be performed in
piazza Vittorio Veneto.

At 10:30 am. and 5:30 p.m., holy masseswill be
celebrated at the church of Saint Barbara.

A music show by thelocal city Band will beheld
at 10:15 p.m. in piazza Indipendenza.

For more information call Paterno City Hall at

095-7970111.
Anne Ducros’Quintet to

perform in Sicily

French Jazz vocalist Anne Ducros and her quin-
tet will soon be on stage in three different Sicilian
cities: Messina — Dec. 5 and 6 - 9:30 p.m. at the
Annibale M. Di Francia Theatre in piazza Spirito
Santo n. 1; Siracusa- Dec. 3- 9:30 p.m. at the ASAM
Theatre located in via St. Pietro n. 20 and Catania-
Dec. 4-9:30 p.m. at the Salade CurtisTheatreinvia
Ducadegli Abruzzi n. 6/a.

Criticswrote about her: “Thisclassically trained
singer with arich, sparkling voiceisasat easein scat
as she is singing ballads. The “Jazz Academy” has
awarded Ducros abum “Purple Songs” its reward
“Billie Holiday” as the best vocal album of the year
2001. Anne Ducroswasbornin Pasde Calais (France)
and began her classic training (musical and vocal) at
the“Boulogne Sur Mer” Music school. While study-
ing law at the University of Lille, Ducros also com-
pleted and refined her vocal mastery specializing in
baroque music (especially in music from Couperin,
Twig and Bach). In 1986, she formed her first quartet
of jazz earning awards in various international com-
petitions. During years 1992-1993, she thought vo-
cal jazz in severa schools in Paris. Over the years,
she animated trainings all over the world (Aix, Le
Havre, Chicago, Calvi, Bruxelles). For moreinforma-
tion and tickets call The Brass Group at 095-7465174
or 347-6372592 or Ticket Box Office at 095-
72225340.

Gospel concerts in Catania
On Nov. 28 and 29, several Italian Gospel choirs
will be performing at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of San
Francesco all’ Immacolata that is located in piazza
Dusmet (near Elephant square). Admission isfree.
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wWord Find

Favorite Disney characters

ﬁNXZBIYYPWCEOSVLFALEWDMJE MICHAEL
ERI SVDEEUI TSTTUI HAKGQVLTE | MICKEY
RRUDOJTHNNHYXEUBASHFULI I R | MINNIE
CSCODEPDGNYFGLPLFCI XNHNYE | MULAN
UHWRRAECYI JPWWZGPCHCWNSES | OWL
LLOPYRLQTEOBPJCKEJKWI GEPsS | PEGLEGPETE
EOAOEZLADYHRQACZULOMHBSOE | PETERPAN
SNWLKSEIPI NOCCHI ONGBQANDH | PIGLET
HALHETLEDTCTENUPSEGEVMAJ C | PINOCCHIO
AAUSI ETSNEVHTVQATMEFPBYUT | PLUTO
LDYRI TI SMSEETWOSAUQCJI TDA | ROO
UUAROBEJDGNRZEVUDLSUOTEFGR | SEBASTIAN
SFAI TRRRCLBBADLHMJIAVKRLFz | SIMBA
RXKESPAYAEYEEBHGAPBZBAOYA | SEEPY
UKFSTYDHABNATNECI FELAMWT N | SNEEZY
EYROEEGSLQBRKCILFPFZYPDUYV | SNOWWHITE
YDNEWBTELWOI DMTPPGZTFPAAL | TARZAN
CRUELLADEVILTORZRUI SONBEC | TIGGER
ZI DODHLSYPEELSNUBGFDODGBP | TRAMP
PLVRCBI RTBELLEMAGBRPGMI zE | URSULA
MCY!l CKDLSI KBMPQELKTWUOBWYV | WENDY
QOMKYNCRFKANYQRNBDALHLBUD | WHITERABBIT
ENI MSAJOWANNMI CKEYANSI MBA | WINNE
MQUGFP| ODWJMDGXTUNGSGHJ zB | WOODY
%NYHCYWZROHPVLTXTJ CNEAMEy
ALADDIN BUZZ GOOFY
ARIEL CHESSER GRUMPY
AURORA CINDERELLA HAPPY
BAMBI CRUELLA DEVIL HERCULES
BASHFUL DAISY HOOK
BEAST DOC JASMINE
BEAUTY DONALD JOHN
BELLE DOPEY KANGA
BIG BAD WOLF EEORYE LADY

FLICK MALEFICENT

Q?OTHER BEAR

J

TRIN I A

1) Infish physiology, the operculumiswhat?
2) What conuntry’s name , when translated means Land of the Thunder Dragon? It is south of China
and Nnorth of India.
3) What is Africa’s newest country?
4) The Greeks called it the Euxine sea, but what do we call it?
5) Which Asian religion employs the inactive philosophy of “ wu-wei?”

.I (Answers on page 13) l'

Friday, Nov. 28

5:30 p.m.
School of Rock (PG-13)**

Theater Closed Tuesdays

Wednesday, Dec. 3

1p.m.
Elf (PG)**
6 p.m.
Matchstick Men (PG-13)*
3:30 p.m.

Brother Bear(G) 8 p.m.
Underworld (R)

6 p.m.
Under the Tuscan Sun(PG-13)**
6 p.m.
Cabin Fever (R)*

Sunday, Nov. 30

8 p.m.
The Fighting
o lpm . Temptations (PG-13)
The Fighting Temptations
(PG-13) )
Friday, Dec. 5
3:30 p.m. . 7pm.
Secondhand Lions Native American Dancers
(PG)
6 p.m. 8 p.m.
Cold Creek Manor(R) Master and Commander
(PG-13)*

*** Future Re-release **Sneak Preview *Last Showing

(All times and movies are subject to change. For more information on the schedule, call the movie hotline at x4248

Shout ...1/
apup

DoDDs students talk about what’s happening in the community

50s Day Celebration a Success

We had awonderful crowd at the PTO sponsored 50's Day Celebration on
Nov. 18. We raised more than $300 on the 50 cents admission and food items.
A Great big thank you goesto Leslie Deal for heading up thisevent! Shedida
fantastic job! Special thanks also goes to the Tactical Support Center for
loaning us the hotdog and popcorn machines, as well as several enthusiastic
volunteers! Commissary Assistant Store Director, Tracy Pierce and vendor
representative, Donna Tucker also deserve special thanksfor all thefood items
they donated for the evening. Of course, the evening wouldn't have happened
without all the volunteers who served food, collected money and generally
helped out, so thank you to all of themtoo. All theteachers, students, staff and
parents really got into the spirit by dressing up.

PTO fundraising a Sucess

The PTO Dimes for Decatur Fundraiser was a huge success! In the few
weeks that we had the students bring in dimes, we collected over $1300!
Thank you to all who contributed.

“Master and Commander;”
Is It Naval History?

By Brian S. Chi, Naval Historical Center Public Affairs

Actor Russell Crowe, as 19th century Capt. Jack Aubrey, RN, is
seen in this publicity photo from the new motion picture “Master
and Commander: The Far Side of the World.” A group of naval
historians, curators and other experts from the Naval Historical
Center recently viewed the film during a special 20th Century Fox
and Department of the Navy screening of the full-length film in
Arlington, Va. The group found the movie to be an authentic portrayal
of naval warfare and Sailor life during the early 19th century.

WASHINGTON (NNS) — Historians, curators and museum education ex-
perts from the Naval Historical Center (NHC) and Naval Historical Foundation
(NHF) recently had the opportunity to view Fox's newest movie, “Master and
Commander: TheFar Sideof theWorld,” starring at aspecial 20th Century Fox and
Navy screeninginArlington, Va.

Twentieth Century Fox is hopeful that the film, which stars Russell Crowe,
will beablockbuster.

Many NHC and NHF members wondered if the movie would be historically
accurate or pure Hollywood, and have any lessons for modern Sailors.

“Master and Commander,” based on British author Patrick O'Brian's set of
19th-century naval novels, follows Roya Navy Capt. Jack Aubrey (Crowe) and
the crew of hisship HM S Surprize asthey sail out to seethe richness and strange-
ness of life on the far side of the world, against the backdrop of the Napoleonic
Wars.

The movie was well received by the NHC members of the audience who
deemed it, ingenera, very historically accurate.

Craft Fair
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MWR Holiday Celebration kicked off Nov. 22 on NAS | with plenty of
fun and cheer for all. Over 500 Kids enjoyed making various crafts
and frosting cookies. A holiday craft bazaar gave everyone an
opportunity to do some holiday shopping, hot cocoa and holiday
music made it just right. Eighteen volunteers participated in making
this fun for the kids.

Fri. Nov. 28

Swim off that Thanks-
giving dinner. Prizes for the
most laps in one hour. Sign
up at the NAS |1 Pool. Call
Xx4334 or x5243.

Sat. Nov. 29

HelpLiberty createawin-
ter wonderland and bring a
little bit of cheer to al away
from home. Freebreakfast for
thosewho cometo help deco-
rate. The fun starts at 10 am.
at Take 5. Call x5187.

Don't miss the trip to
Biviere Lake and Casablanca
Farm. Enjoy arelaxing stroll
and experience the magic at-
mosphere of both nature and
old peasant life. Call ITT at
X4396 or x4777.

Tour Mirabellalmbaccari
wherelaceand tomboloarestill
handmade with ITT. Then
visit the Bacari's Palace and
eat lunch at an agrituristic
farm. Call x4396 or x4777.

Explore the most beau-
tiful Greek templesin Sicily
in the ancient town of
Agrigento, which host 10
temples still in good shape.
Then eat lunch at S. Leone
Beach. Call ITT at x4396 or
X4T77.

Have any last minute
shopping to do? Liberty will
drive you to Auchan, Brico
or Team Sport to pick up any
grocieriesor last minute gifts.
Bring Euro. Sign up and pay
at Take 5 by Nov. 30. Call
Liberty at x5187.

Enter your name at Take
5 for a chance to win a free
stocking full of goodies.

Wrap your giftsat giftsat
Take 5. Just bring your gifts
they will provide the wrap-
ping supplies.

Anything and everything
literary is fair game in the
Library's holiday trivia con-
test. Visit the Library for a
new puzzleeach day. Rack up
those points and win a free
DVD. Contest ends Dec. 31.

Wed. Dec. 3

Add that special touch
to your holiday packages.
Learn quick and easy foldin
just onehour. Signup by call-
ing x3875.

Thurs. Dec. 4

The holiday hours for
both fitness centers are as
follows: Dec. 24 from 10
am. to 6 p.m.; Dec. 25 from
noon to 6 p.m.; Dec. 26 from
10 am. to 6 p.m.; Dec. 31
from5:30am. to 6 p.m., Jan.
1 from noon to 6 p.m. and
Jan. 2from10am.to 6 p.m.
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Food baskets from page 1

These Sailors put together holiday food baskets for Thanksgiving. With the help of donated
food and money contributions from the First Class and CPO Association the Chaplain
Department was able to supply several families with baskets.

SaneiBLIEH BIBUIN NY Ad o1oud

Command master chiefs or department heads
were asked to determine who they thought were
eligible for the food baskets. The criterion is very
simple. “The criteriais not real firm except that
they need to have ademonstrated financial need,”
Townes said. That means people who are having a
hard time making ends meet due to a variety of
things or situations that cannot be helped.

“It (food baskets) provides alittle bit of relief
and helps stretch their food budget, but the biggest
part that it helps brighten a person’s day knowing
that the Navy family cares for them, that there are

Sailors out there that want their fellow Sailors to
have all the advantages that they have,” said
Townes.

“It has been a pleasure to work with every-
body that have been involved in the food drive. |
would like to give a lot of credit to Petty Officer
King and all the hard work that she has poured
into the program.”

People can still donate food at drop boxes in
the commissary or can bring it in to the Chapel
Department for the Christmas season until Dec.
18.
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Nassig swimmer has sights set on victory in WMG  suimmer from page 1

Military Games held in Zagreb, Croatia, which hosted
6,734 athletes from 82 nations. He has also been to
Olympic trials, NCAA meets, Senior Nationals, and
the U.S. Open for swimming.

The games in Catania this year were originally
supposed to be held last September, but problems
arose that postponed the games. “ The team was kind
of decimated when they changed the dates from Sep-
tember to December,” Johnston said. “It took out a
lot of perspective candidates they had. We have alot

of returning folks so | think [we’ll have] acore group
of people who were there at the last games.

Even with a small team, Johnston expects keep
up with the field. “I think we'll do pretty well,” he
continued. “I’m the only person who’s not a sprinter.
I think one of the guys has been training with the
University of Southern California. They're a really
fast team out there. The girls are pretty good too...from
what | hear they’ve been training pretty hard.”

This Sigonella swimmer has been training hard for

the games as well. “I try to come Monday
through Friday in the morning from 6 to 7:30
and then get over to work,” Johnston said.
“When | can make it | come in at 11 and we
have a lunch group, a masters team, that usu-
ally gets together to swim during lunch.”

He also gets out of the water to hit the
gym three times aweek, but being in the water
iswhere he feelsat home. “It'sjust afeeling |
have, it's tough to describe,” said Johnston.
“1f I'm out of the water for too long, | just feel
off. | just feel comfortable, it's like a better
environment for me.”

It's in the water where the U.S. swimmers
will face tough competition. “It's going to be ex-
cellent competition. If it'sanything at all like the
last gamesiit's going to bereally good. The com-
petitors (in swimming) at the last games kind of
mirrored the European championships. So their
military teams are much the same as their na-
tional teams. With us it's a little bit different
becausewedon’'t havethat caliber in all the events,
but that makes us the underdogs so that's good.
WEe've got nothing to live up to, but everything
to prove.”

Young swimmers from Sigonella's swim team
will be watching as these competitors swim for
victory. “We're going to have the team come over
and watch some of the final seeds because it re-
aly shows them what the best in the world are
doing. It's good to see them up close and per-
sonal, and it's fun to compete with them too.”

While swimming in the water at the World
Military Games, Johnston will try not to think
too much. “All the thinking should be done be-
foretherace,” hesaid. Before big racesback in high school,
Johnston had a good way to cure nervousness before
races. “| told myself no matter what happened, when |
wasdone | was probably still going to be going to school,
| would still have friends, my family would still love me.
It would all be over no matter what happened. That took
alot of pressure off meand | felt like | could just get in
and swim.”

The pressure is sure to be there as Johnston swims
for victory this December.

The
Lane

Thanksgiving
Swim It Off

Friday Nov. 28, at the
NAS 1 pool you can swim
off your huge turkey din-
ner. prizes given for most
lapsin one hour. Call 624-
4334 or 624-5335.

World Military
Games

The CISM World Mili-
tary Games opening cer-
emonies and events begin on
Dec. 4. Check out http://
www.cism-milsport.org/
eng/welcome.html for a
complete schedul e of events
and venues.

Intramural
Basketball

Pre-season

Start gettin your game
on, on the court before the
season starts. Pre-season
begins Dec. 1. Both men’s
and women’s | eagues. regu-
lar season begins Jan. 6.

QB Challenge

Stop by the NAS |1
ballfield Saturday, Dec. 6
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. and
show the rest of Sigonella
what you got. Participa-
tionisfreeand prizeswill
be awarded for top three
men and women. Call 624-
2710 for more informa-
tion.
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Ops from page 1

range comes through here. It's a very rewarding job
and they do agood job at it.”

“We'redefinitely avital part of the base and what
goes on here,” said White. “We're the central focal
point of all operations on this base. If it has some-
thing to dowith an aircraft coming in, we have al the
information and we coordinate.”

Another department of Operations that supports
activities on and off the airfield is the Ground Elec-
tronic Maintenance Division (GEMD). GEMD en-
sures al U.S. owned Air Traffic Control Facilities
Communicationsand Navigation systems, Electronic
Security Systems (ESS), and Weather Detection and
Predication systems at NAS Sigonellaand its outly-
ing remote sites are continuously maintained and op-
erational.

“We maintain the Electronic Security Systems
(ESS) at NAS Sigonella | and Il and other outlying
remote sites, such as Augusta Bay,” said ETC (SW/
AW) David Pollard, GEMD leading chief petty of-
ficer. “Another one of our important remote sites is
Niscemi, which is owned by Naval Computer and
Telecommunications Station (COMSTA). It is just
chucked full of radios and antennas and all kinds of
neat stuff. It'sahuge facility...we maintain the ESS
assets there.”

These ESSassetsincludethe large amount of cam-
erasand alarmsthat keep the base safe, such asthose
along the fences. “We're responsible for all those
cameras and the alarm systems,” said Lt. j.g. Tom

Barry, Ground Electronics Maintenance officer. “ESS
eats up alot of our time around the base.” The card
readers at the gates and turnstiles that access the
airfield, and even alarms at the off-base well water
complexes are the responsibility of GEMD.

“Another remote site for us now is the Pachino
target range, which isabombing range for inert ord-
nance,” said Pollard. “Different aircraft go down there
and drop ordnance and we'll mark it and score it for
them against a set buoy out in the water. We actually
run the range, which is unique for Ground Electron-
ics because normally Electronics Technician’s (ET)
don’t run target ranges.”

GEMD assists Sigonella’s air traffic control-
lers and the weather specialists at the Naval Euro-
pean Meteorology and Oceanography Detachment
(NEMOD) by keeping the equipment they rely on
operational. “We have a shop that does naviga-
tional aids,” said Pollard. “They maintain the
Supplemental Weather Radar (SWR) radar. They
maintain a system called TACAN (Tactical Air
Navigation). That's what the pilots use to find this
airfield. There's one out there in the middle of the
airfield. It'savery important piece of gear.

“We also have another system called ASOS
(Automated Surface Observing System), which
assists NEMOD,” said Pollard. “The ASOS and
the SWR radar are what the Aerographer’s Mates
(AG) use along with another piece of gear we have
called the SMQ-11, which is asatellite receiver for
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weather imagery.”

Aside from all the techno-wizardry that goes
into alarms, radars and radios, GEMD also
handles the little stuff, such as public address
systems for assorted command functions.

“Our sphere of responsibility is pretty large
here even though we are a small division,” said
Barry. If it wasn't already big enough, they are
also “maintaining assets at Souda Bay, Crete,”
said Barry. “We just sent over two people for a
period of four days. We do it once aquarter or if
an emergency comes up.”

This small division still gets the job done.
“It'smagic,” said Pollard. “Because alot of the
systems they work on they don’t have training
for. It makes it that much more impressive. For a
lot of our systems, our techs just pick up atech

manual and start
cranking out on it.”

“People come by
the building and think
these guysaregoneall
the time, but they're
not,” said Barry.
“They’re out in the
field taking care of
business.”

The diverse and
talented group of
people in Ops will
also take care of busi-
ness, keeping the“Hub
of the Med” rolling
aong.

“We’re definitely a vital
part of the base and what
goes on here. We’'re the ...

focal point of all operations

If it has something to
do with an aircraft coming
in, we have all the informa-

tion and we coordinate.”

AS1 Bradley White
Command Post leading petty officer

(Far right)A pilot fills out a flight log after a
mission in NAS Sigonella's Mediterranean
Express (MEDEX) department. MEDEX, which
is part of NAS Sigonella's Operations
Department, provides support throughout the
Mediterranean and European theaters for the
movement of VIPs, DOD personnel, mail,
parts, cargo and supplies.

(opposite page on left) A Sailorl keeps an eye
on the radar in the air traffic control tower.

(at right) This pilot, a member of NAS
Sigonella’'s Mediterranean Express (MEDEX),
checks the propeller of a C-26 "Metroliner"
for any abnomalities after a mission.

(Below) A Sailor a KC-10 on a visual display
board in the Operations Department
Command Post. The board shows the parking
scheme of the various aircraft on the NAS
Sigonellaflightline.
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Military families from page 1

ments, nominee showing strength during long deploy-
ments, family separations and frequent moves accord-
ing to Cyndy Becker, Community Programs Manager.

Lt. Steve Curry wonthegrand prizeand thetitlefor
his family. MA1 Sephen Pakola and his family were
runnersup. Curry’sgiftsconsisted of thetitleof Family
of theYear, 30 daysfreedesignated parking at theNEX/
commissary, a free dinner up to 50 Euro on the local
economy, abed and breakfast trip and agift basket filled
withitemsfor thewholefamily. The Pakolas giftscon-
ssted of thegift basket and gift certificatesfor merchan-
diseintheloca community.

“I thought we had agood chanceat winning after |
saw thework that my husband had put into the submis-
sion,” said Sheri Curry. “The prizes are awesome, |
especidly lovethe free parking.” Both spousesare ac-
tively involved in the community. “We volunteer to
help thecommunity, wedon't doit for therecognition,”
added Curry.

It came as asurprise to the Pakolas who had no
idea that they were nominated by MA1 Pakola's
command. “I think that it is a good idea that they
started doing this for the Military Family Apprecia-
tion Month,” said Nohealani Pakola. The Pakolas
have been stationed in Sigonellafor two yearsduring
which they have been active in the community as
volunteers.

“Thisprogram highlightsthe specia uniquequali-
ties of military families,” said Becker. “Both the
Currysand the Pakol ashave contributed agreat deal
for the community.”

Becker also added that every family isawinner
for the role of support and understanding. “We
wanted to recognizethe great sacrificesthat families
go through on adaily basis.”

Births

November 10, 2003
Maria and Michael Medell
Chiara Francesca Medell

19 %% inches, 6 pounds 4 ounces

November 13, 2003
Agata and Jorge Gaitan
Asia Renee Gaitan
20 inches, 7 pounds 14 ounces

November 15, 2003
Renee and Christopher Van Allen
Arianna Marie Van Allen
18 %4 inches, 6 pounds 8 ounces




